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The UNLV Division of Research and Economic Development reports data characterizing 
institutional research activity in order to measure and evaluate campus research productivity 
and to facilitate benchmarking to promote future growth. The following report contains 
compilations of standard institutional research metrics, as well as pertinent graduate 
education data. 
Sponsored programs activity is a dominant component, including dollars sought 
through grant proposals, funding received through awards, and research expenditure data 
depicting funding used for the conduct of research. (The latter is the national gold standard 
for measuring research funding activity.)  
Also contained in this report are data on technology transfer outputs, which include 
intellectual property activity in the form of IP disclosures, patent applications, and patents. 
Data on the number of doctoral graduates are also included. Not included in this document 
is a depiction of faculty scholarly outputs in the form of publications, presentations, books, 
and creative activities. Data collection and analysis are underway in this area but are not 
available at this time.
Division of Research and Economic Development
AnnuAl REpoRt on unlV REsEARch ActiVity
AwARDs
 total*  Research
fy08  $73,712,021 $39,844,720
fy09  $76,458,869 $40,097,479
fy10 $96,040,576 $38,381,001
fy11 $87,577,327 $40,398,054
fy12 $77,018,333 $22,565,629
fy13 $78,956,087 $26,585,099
AVG $81,627,202 $34,645,330 
*total awards include research, instruction & training, 
other sposored activity (i.e., public service, student 
services, etc.), and financial aid.
Total award funding and research award 
funding are down overall in recent years, 
though a slight increase was observed in 
FY13. It should be noted, however, that a 
large portion of this decline is attributable 
to the national moratorium on federal 
appropriations funding, which previously 
comprised a large portion of award funding 
at UNLV. As federal appropriations funding 
has declined, competitive funding has 
proportionately increased.
Awards
UNLV faculty and staff have submitted an 
average of approximately $262 million in 
proposals each year since 2008. The annual 
proposal totals have decreased in recent years 
as budget cuts have led to three factors: a 
reduced number of research-productive faculty, 
increased teaching workloads, and increased 
administrative burden on researchers due to 
cuts in research support staff.
SPoNSoReD PRogRAm ACtivity
proposals
fy08  $228,366,587
fy09  $326,594,089
fy10 $323,327,776
fy11 $210,857,602
fy12 $281,270,704
fy13 $203,337,011
AVG $262,292,295
Proposals
Proposals FY08-FY13, in millions 
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college/unit Awards Amount
Student Life* 33 48,691,351
Sciences 81 9,969,716
engineering 69 6,698,306
Harry reid center 36 5,130,004
Div Health Sciences 45 2,865,540
Liberal Arts 26 1,681,012
Urban Affairs 10 1,164,958
education 18 749,091
Business 6 591,527
VP research 6 492,733
Provost 2 216,000
President’s office 2 171,117
Library 2 169,435
fine Arts 6 150,890
Hotel Administration 3 141,477
VPeo 3 47,279
VP finance 1 23,862
VPDi 1 1,200
Diversity 1 589
total 351 $78,956,087
*includes 3 awards for $35.8 million  
in financial assistance
Among UNLV academic 
units in FY13, the College 
of Sciences received 
the largest portion of 
sponsored program 
funding, followed by the 
College of Engineering. At 
right is the distribution 
of FY13 external award 
funding among UNLV 
colleges and units.
Sponsored Program Funding 
By college/unit FY13
patent applications filed between Fy10-Fy13  
UNLV holds 14 patents listing UNLV inventors and has filed 32 
patent applications in the last four years. Patented technology 
available for commercialization can be found at:  
http://www.unlv.edu/sites/default/files/24/Available-
Technologies-May2013.xlsx.
The Division of Research and Economic Development recently enhanced 
support of faculty development of intellectual property. In May 2012 the 
division established the Office of Technology Development and Transfer, 
which helps faculty and staff bring discoveries and inventions to the 
marketplace. The division also formed the Intellectual Property Committee 
in 2012 to evaluate and promote university intellectual property. Since that 
time, UNLV faculty disclosures have increased substantially; the total number 
of UNLV disclosures on file is currently 140.
Research Disclosures, Fy10-Fy13  
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SPoNSoReD PRogRAm ACtivity (CONTINUED)
DoCtoRAL DegReeS CoNFeRReD
Another measure of university research activity is the number of doctoral 
graduates, as doctoral programs typically require a strong research component 
culminating in the doctoral dissertation. The number of doctoral degrees 
conferred at UNLV has steadily increased since 2008.
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Expenditure data are considered the national 
standard of measurement for research activity. 
(Standards for reporting award funding vary 
by institution, but the reporting of funds 
expended is standard among all.) Research 
expenditures also tend to depict research 
activity more accurately, as the occasional 
spikes seen in award data are not as prevalent. 
ExpEnDituREs
 total*  Research
fy08  $99,441,695 $46,765,293
fy09  $87,406,279 $36,156,589
fy10 $100,005,274 $35,913,552
fy11 $96,329,369 $32,581,329
fy12 $87,606,979 $27,072,642
fy13 $86,928,442 $27,649,163
AVG $92,953,006 $34,356,428 
*total awards include research, instruction & training, 
other sposored activity (i.e. public service, student 
services, etc.), and financial aid.
Expenditures
Expenditures Fy08-Fy13, in Millions  
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